FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
ANNUAL REPORT for 2020
Submitted by the Environmental Commission of Franklin Township, January 2021

2020 Commissioners:
Jason Brandt
Evan Duerr
Margaret Duerr
Barbara Halpern, Chairperson
Suzanne McCarthy, Vice-Chairman
Jay Mounier
Jon Stippick

2020 Liaisons
Timothy Doyle, Township Committee
Heather Flaim, Township Committee

2020 Alternates:
#1 Melanie Cucunato
#2 Giovanni Cavone

Associate Members:
Roger Duerr
Kevin Kelton

Emergency Management Operation Officer:
Lt. Matthew DeCesari
Secretary: None

Environmental Commission usually meets on the 4th Monday of the month, except when those are holidays. In
addition, the EC may meet on the 2nd Monday if there are applications requiring review. In 2020, there were no meetings
from March through August due to the Coronovirus shutdown. Beginning in September, 2020, meetings were conducted
on Skype, with proper public notification. The EC meetings were convened on the following dates in 2020:
January 22
September 28
February 26
October 26
November 23
December 28
Applications Reviewed in 2020:
In the course of its meetings during the year, the Environmental Commission (EC) reviewed a total of 9 Planning and
Zoning Board applications:
There were 4 Planning Board applications and 5 Zoning Board applications reviewed. Each application was
discussed and comments were made when environmental issues were identified. These comments, or “No
Comments” sheets (when there were no environmental issues), were subsequently submitted to the Planning or
Zoning Board and became part of the packets of information for Board member review.

Emergency Management
The Environmental Commission keeps track of environmental problems within Franklin Township, especially
cleanups of hazardous or potentially hazardous sites. The Commission members also sometimes receive reports
from its Township Committee liaisons, Timothy Doyle and Heather Flaim, during the year. There were no reports of
new environmental problems during 2020.


Pioneer Metal: This site on Rt 538 has been a source of concern for several years. It is now being placed on
the US EPA Superfund list. Over 150 gallon drums with plating solution and acid wastes were removed
from the site, along with the plating machine. The lab in the building was also removed by EPA along with
other miscellaneous materials within the building. EPA then sampled in the dead area below the facility.

The chief contaminants are nickel, copper, chromium, and cyanide, as well as other inorganic analytes, and
these have been documented in the groundwater below the site.
There are approximately 96 domestic drinking water wells within ½ mile of the Pioneer facility. Although
there are currently no off-site drinking water wells that are documented or suspected to be actually
contaminated by hazardous substances attributable to the site, the Environmental Commissioners felt that
area residents should be informed about Pioneer Metals so they will be better able to avoid any possible
contact with the contaminants at and downstream from the site and make decisions regarding if they want or
need to test their own wells ( if that has not been provided by the EPA or the NJDEP.) To that end, the EPA
Report released in 2020 is posted to the Green Franklin website (greenfranklintownship.wordpress.com).

Correspondence:
Over the course of 2020 there was some correspondence that was reviewed at meetings, although the amount was
very modest (13 letters along with various newsletters). Correspondence consisted of notifications from the
Pinelands Commission about applications that were reviewed by them. Other notifications were from NJDEP about
applications for permits, for a Letter of Interpretation delineating wetlands, and for a Treatment Works Approval at
the proposed new Wawa site in Franklinville.

Special Projects/Reports:
1. Malaga Lake Park: During 2020: There was little action at Malaga Lake Park during 2020.
a. According to an engineer at CME, the township’s engineering firm, the playground does not meet current
safety standards, so that should be the first item improved at the park. The playground was improved in the
course of the year. The Environmental Commission had no input into this upgrade.
b. There is a lot of glass on the upper end of the nature trail at the park, which one Commissioner worked to
remove. It is a large problem, however, and the glass is so overgrown that it’s not practical to remove it. A
sign may be needed to keep people away from this particular area.
c. The Dog Waste Pickup Stations that were installed in 2019 at Malaga Lake Park ( and also at Ashley Park
and Forest Grove Park) upon the request of the Environmental Commission have worked out well and are
being kept supplied.
d. The nature trail brochure, created some years ago as an Eagle Scout project with Environmental
Commission help, is copied and regularly installed in a box at the start of the trail. EC members regularly
restock the box.
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2. Piney Hollow Preservation Area:
a. A NJDEP Green Acres Stewardship grant for $200,000, prepared by members of the Environmental
Commission, was awarded to Franklin Township in February 2017. This grant will be used for Piney Hollow,
to repair trails, build boardwalks in low-lying areas that are often impassable, establish interpretive and
directional signage, and erect gates and barriers at entrances to eliminate vehicle traffic. Township Engineers,
CME, worked with the EC throughout 2018, 2019, and 2020 to develop detailed plans and to obtain permits
from the Pinelands Commission. The Pinelands Commission approved the project. In December 2019.
Unfortunately, the quotations for the boardwalk construction, received in 2020, were excessively high. The
project was recast to eliminate the need for boardwalks over the flooded area of the main trail by creating an
alternative path around the flooded area. This necessitated approval by the Pinelands Commission for the
changes. As of the end of 2020, the township was still awaiting Pinelands approval.
A requirement of the grant is that areas where some dumping has occurred must be cleaned up. Until that is
done, Green Acres will not release any of the grant funds to the township. CME did a report on these
locations as part of their initial environmental assessment. There are 15 “Areas of Concern.” The worst of
these is adjacent to the farm at the corner of Unexpected and Pine Hollow Roads. The Township Public
Works has not been able to get to these sites for cleanup and there has not been any attempt to contact the
owner of the farm property who created the areas within the Preserve that are adjacent to the farm. The
cleanup remains to be done in 2021.
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b.

The dikes that form the lakes at Piney Hollow are in very poor condition, with beavers actually filling part of
one of the dikes where it had broken through. The dikes are heavily overgrown with shrubs and small trees
and have become impassible. The EC discussed various options for resolving some of the problems.
Unfortunately, the Green Acres grant won’t cover this work, so it needs to be addressed separately.

c. There was a cleanup and trail maintenance event organized and performed by volunteers at Piney Hollow on
September 12, 2020.
d. The brochure created by EC member Jon Stippick continues to be copied and installed in a box for them at the
parking lot entrance to Piney Hollow. The brochure includes a map of the trails at the Preservation Area and
lists bird species and other wildlife to be found there.
e. The Gloucester County Nature Club has asked that the Piney Hollow Natural Area be a part of a “Bioblitz” in
2021. This is an assessment of the flora and fauna on the site conducted by volunteers over the course of a
full year. Volunteers will use iNaturalist for identification and recording of the species of plants and animals
that they find. Mr. Stippick is in charge of this for Piney Hollow.

Piney Hollow Natural Area
Photo by Jon Stippick

3. The annual Bird Quest morning survey of birds in the township, organized by the Gloucester County Nature
Club each year, was not conducted this year due to the coronavirus shutdown. A comprehensive list of species is
included in the Franklin Township Environmental Resource Inventory, available on the township website.

4. Community Day: The Environmental Commission usually has a 3-tent booth with a new theme each year.
Franklin Township’s Community Day was canceled in 2020 due to the shutdown.
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